
PALM BEACH GARDENS POLICE DEPARTMENT 

TRAFFIC DIRECTION AND CONTROL FUNCTIONS 

POLICY AND PROCEDURE 4.2.3.12 

Effective Date :  

08/12/94 

Accreditation Standards: 

CALEA 61.3.2 

CFA 24 

 

Review Date: 

08/01/2014  

 

1 of 2 

CONTENTS 

1. Traffic Direction and Control 

2. Traffic Direction and Control by Sworn/Non-Sworn Members 

 

PURPOSE: To establish guidelines for this department's traffic direction and control activities. 

  

SCOPE: This policy and procedure applies to all members performing traffic direction and control. 

 

REVIEW RESPONSIBILITY: Patrol Operations Bureau Major 

  

POLICY: This department will carry out its responsibilities for traffic direction and control in concert with 

other personnel and other agencies, in order to deal with reasonable expectations concerning the need for traffic 

direction and control services. Traffic direction and control, in broad terms, include all functions, procedures, 

apparatus, markings, etc., designed to promote and insure the safe and efficient movement of vehicles and 

pedestrians. 

  

1. TRAFFIC DIRECTION AND CONTROL:  

1. The Traffic Unit shall be responsible for ensuring the safe and efficient movement of vehicular and pedestrian 

traffic. The Traffic Unit will provide as needed, manual traffic control to alleviate traffic congestion in 

identified areas.  

2. The Traffic Unit Sergeant may advise the Palm Beach Gardens engineering consultant in writing or by phone, 

of any identified location where traffic control is needed. The Traffic Unit Sergeant, in cooperation with the 

engineering consultant, may analyze the data regarding the identified problem area(s) to determine whether or 

not traffic control devices should be installed to alleviate the problem(s).  

3. Should the problem area not warrant the installation of traffic control devices, the Traffic Unit Sergeant, in 

conjunction with Patrol Sergeants shall assign officers, as needed, to provide manual traffic control. The 

Traffic Unit Sergeant will base the use of manual traffic control on variables such as traffic volume and 

speed, number of pedestrians present, duration of congestion period, and the presence or absence of traffic 

control devices.  

 

2. TRAFFIC DIRECTION AND CONTROL FUNCTIONS BY SWORN/NON-SWORN MEMBERS 

a. Any sworn police officers, police reserves, or police (traffic) aides may be used for traffic direction and 

control. These members should have access to the necessary equipment to safely direct and control traffic 

in situations that may include, but are not limited to the following:  

i. Traffic accident scenes.  

ii. Rush hour traffic.  

iii. Special events.  

iv. Emergency conditions.  

v. Signal light failure.  

vi. Inclement weather conditions.  

vii. Stalled vehicles.  
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b. High visibility clothing (reflective vests) shall be made available to sworn (officers) and non-sworn 

(reserve officers and police aides) members who may be involved in a traffic direction and control function.  

c. Officers may utilize flares, cones, and/or portable warning signs, as well as other related items when 

directing traffic at accident scenes.  

d. Non-sworn members that may be involved in traffic direction and control may include police (traffic) aides 

and school crossing guards. Their duties shall include, but not be limited to:  

i. Handicap parking and control.  

ii. Loading zone violations.  

iii. Safe direction of pedestrians and vehicles in school zones.  
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